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· Committee staff investigated the claim often repeated by Safari Club International and some other groups that trophy hunting for imperiled wildlife in Africa benefits the conservation of those species.

· The report focused on five species (African lion, African elephant, black rhinoceros, southern white rhinoceros, and leopard) and four African countries (Namibia, South Africa, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe).

· We found that in many cases trophy hunting in these countries does not have a clear nexus to conservation of the focus species. Further, we found that poorly managed trophy hunting can be detrimental to these species.

· Factors included weak institutions and governance, a lack of transparency in how revenues associated with trophy hunting are managed, a failure to do away with unsustainable hunting practices and an inability to control wildlife poaching. 

· The report also examines the program set up by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) for permitting the importation of sport hunted trophies under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The ESA requires that the importation of a sport hunted trophy of a listed species into the United States must enhance the propagation or survival of that species.

· We found that FWS often fails to review the status of species for long periods of time while continuing to allow imports, or uses loopholes in the law to avoid having to apply the enhancement standard altogether. We also found that even when FWS does require an ESA import permit it does not collect important information that could improve understanding and management of wildlife.

· The report makes a number of recommendations for how FWS can improve its permitting program to ensure that sport hunted trophies entering the Unites States are sustainably harvested, and that American hunters are not contributing to the decline of threatened and endangered African wildlife. 

· Recommendations include:

· Requiring more frequent and robust enhancement findings for ESA listed species
· Closing loopholes that allow some trophies to be imported without a permit
· Collecting additional data on trophy hunting through the permitting process
· Increasing permit fees to fund science and conservation
· Allowing only trophy imports taken using widely recognized best practices




