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Good morning.  

 Thank you, Chairman Grijalva, Chairman Lowenthal, Ranking Member 

Gosar, and committee members for this opportunity to speak in support of the 

Uranium Classification Act of 2019.  

 I’m Amber Reimondo, the energy program director for the Grand Canyon 

Trust. The Trust is a regional conservation organization based in Flagstaff, 

Arizona. Our mission is: “To safeguard the wonders of the Grand Canyon and 

the Colorado Plateau, while supporting the rights of its Native peoples.” We’ve 

been working to protect the Grand Canyon and broader Colorado Plateau from 

the threats of uranium mining and milling for much of the past 30 years. 

The Grand Canyon Trust supports H.R. 3405 and its directive to the 

Secretary of the Interior to remove uranium from the critical minerals list. The 
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administration’s goal in placing uranium on the critical minerals list was to 

encourage more uranium mining by relaxing legal safeguards meant to check the 

damage the mining industry causes. But as the Trust has outlined in a recent 

report, 1 the Grand Canyon and Colorado Plateau have suffered far too much 

already from uranium’s toxic legacy, and curtailing the safeguards that exist will 

only make things worse. It’s this cost of calling uranium a “critical mineral” that 

I’m here to talk about today. 

 Past uranium mining and milling activities have exacted a serious toll 

across the Colorado Plateau. The damage is especially evident on and near 

Native American lands. The full cost of the uranium business isn’t borne by the 

mining companies who profit in the short term and eventually move on. For they 

leave behind a bill to be picked up by the American people, who pay for 

contamination with their health, lives, and tax dollars.  

 Uranium mining companies often dismiss past contamination as merely a 

product of a bygone era that lacked the protection of modern environmental 

regulations. But just as traffic laws are no guarantee against car accidents, 

environmental laws are no guarantee against irreversible contamination; 

especially not when they’re curtailed. And unlike a fender-bender, uranium 

pollution remains a threat for many generations into the future. Americans are 

still grappling with the devastation of uranium operations from the last time the 

government propped up the uranium industry.  
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Cleanup of Orphan uranium mine, located on the edge of the Grand 

Canyon’s south rim, has so far cost taxpayers 15 million dollars.2 The park 

service warns hikers not to drink from a creek below the mine “unless death by 

thirst is the only other option.”3 

 Today, the Navajo Nation has over 500 abandoned uranium mines in 

need of cleanup.4 Regulatory agencies have entered into more than $1.7 billion in 

enforcement agreements and settlements for the cleanup of fewer than half the 

remaining sites.5 In 2008, government agencies identified 29 water sources on the 

Navajo Nation with uranium and other radionuclide levels in excess of drinking 

water standards.6 A 2016 study by the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention surveyed 599 people on the Navajo Nation and found that 27 percent 

of them had high levels of uranium in their urine, compared to 5 percent of the 

entire U.S. population.7 The same study has also found uranium in the bodies of 

infants on Navajo Nation.8 Perhaps it should be no surprise that in 2005, the 

Navajo Nation banned uranium mining on their lands. 

There are also many examples of problems at more recently developed 

mines. A 1984 flash flood washed ore from the Hack Canyon mines on the north 

rim of the Grand Canyon into Kanab Creek,9 a major tributary of the Colorado 

River in the Grand Canyon. And while the Pinenut uranium mine sat idle on the 

North Rim, the capped mineshaft unexpectedly filled with nearly 3 million 

gallons of water, which were contaminated by exposed uranium ore.10 Nearby, 

radioactive dust at the Kanab North uranium mine has blown from the mine site 
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into the surrounding ecosystem.11 And two and half years ago, at the Canyon 

Mine near the Grand Canyon’s south rim, miners digging the mineshaft pierced 

an underground aquifer,12 which the company claimed would not produce 

significant water.13 But so far, over 18 million gallons of water and counting have 

flowed into the mineshaft.14 The company running the mine has been pumping 

contaminated water out of the mineshaft and spraying some of it into the air 

when the onsite containment pond gets full.15  

The Colorado Plateau has also been home to at least 22 uranium mills. 

Four of them were on Navajo lands. All of them left a toxic legacy.16 Today, only 

one—the White Mesa Mill in rural southeastern Utah, owned and operated by a 

company called Energy Fuels—is still operational. It sits right next door to the 

Ute Mountain Ute tribal community of White Mesa. Groundwater flows south 

from the mill toward the community.17 A shallow groundwater aquifer directly 

beneath the mill is contaminated with several pollutants. Regular groundwater 

monitoring has consistently turned up results over the legal threshold for several 

toxic constituents, including uranium. And groundwater quality in the area 

continues to decline.18 

Cleaning up and maintaining the other 21 mill sites has already cost 

Americans billions of dollars, far exceeding the selling price of uranium milled at 

these sites. 19, 20 

To protect the well-being of American citizens and places as majestic as 

the Grand Canyon we cannot afford to eliminate safeguards against the risks of 
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deadly, everlasting, and expensive contamination, particularly when so many 

Americans are already living with the consequences of the last government 

subsidized uranium boom. That is justification enough to remove uranium from 

the critical mineral’s list.  

 Thank you and I’ll be happy to answer any questions. 
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