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LEARNED
NOTHING?



Prior to April 20, 2010, the oil and gas industry repeatedly claimed it had those
risks under control and argued for regulation that carried a light touch. The 2010
Deepwater Horizon disaster, which killed 11 people and created the largest oil
spill in U.S. history, vividly demonstrated the risks of lax enforcement and served
as an extraordinary wake-up call to regulators and the offshore industry.
 
After a series of in-depth investigations, the public learned that the Deepwater
Horizon disaster could have been prevented, and that without aggressive
government and industry reforms a similar incident could very well happen
again. In the ensuing years a number of reforms were made, such as new safety
regulations, heightened oversight efforts, and crackdowns on conflicts of
interest.

OFFSHORE OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION AND

PRODUCTION IS A RISKY AND TECHNOLOGICALLY

COMPLEX INDUSTRY THAT DEMANDS AGGRESSIVE

GOVERNMENT OVERSIGHT AND REGULATION.

Graphic showing the cumulative oil slick footprint for
the BP / Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the northeast
Gulf of Mexico. Created by overlaying all of the oil slicks
mapped by SkyTruth on satellite images taken
between April 25 and July 16, 2010.



Weakening key parts of the Well Control Rule, the major regulation enacted in
2016 to increase drilling safety, and the Production Safety Systems Rule, a
regulation designed to increase safety during oil and gas production;
Relaxing offshore inspections and enforcement; and
Abandoning attempts to hold offshore contractors directly accountable for
their safety and environmental performance.

Moving to open billions of acres of public waters to new offshore drilling;
Halting efforts to ensure that offshore companies pay for the full cost of
removing their unnecessary infrastructure from our oceans;
Lowering royalty rates on shallow water drilling in order to increase industry
profits; and
Weakening the ability to hold oil and gas companies accountable under the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act.

Over the last three and a half years, however, the Trump administration has
prioritized “energy dominance,” which means less focus on worker safety and
environmental protection and more emphasis on ensuring higher profits and
lower costs for the oil and gas industry. 
 
This administration has repeatedly expressed a commitment to “partner” with
industry, rather than hold it accountable, and has rolled back a number of rules
and policies implemented in the aftermath of the spill, including:
 

 
In addition, the administration has taken a number of other steps that are not
directly related to offshore safety, but demonstrate that its priorities lie with
supporting the oil and gas industry, not aggressive oversight and regulation: 
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In at least one case—detailed in this report—a high-ranking political appointee at
the Department of the Interior took a job with an offshore company that appears
to have been a major beneficiary of that appointee’s decision to help block
enactment of a key financial regulation.
 
While it is impossible to predict the next offshore drilling disaster, and there is no
way to eliminate risk completely, it is the federal government’s job to ensure that
offshore operators are reducing spill risks as much as possible and are prepared
to respond quickly and effectively when the next incident happens—something
that did not happen 10 years ago. Unfortunately, a decade after Deepwater
Horizon, the Trump administration has taken a different approach and has let
industry call the shots on oversight and policymaking, which may one day have
dire consequences. 
 
Indeed, when pressed to explain its deregulatory agenda, the Trump
administration often suggests that what’s good for oil and gas corporations is
good for America, and tragedies such as the Deepwater Horizon spill are simply
the cost of doing business. This report outlines the considerable risks of this
irresponsible approach.
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