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February 14, 2018

The Honorable Ryan Zinke
Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Zinke:

We write to urge you to stop implementing the reorganization of the Department of the Interior
until you provide a detailed and well-justified plan to Congress. You have been discussing the
reorganization since your second day on the job.! When asked for a copy of the plans, you have
assured interested parties like us that details would be made available along with the release of the
proposed budget for FY 19 as required by OMB.? Those assurances were not honored.

The reorganization is already being implemented. It has been used to justify significant agency
actions like reassigning several members of the Senior Executive Service®**® the rescission of an
existing 100-year plan for the National Park Service,’ the ongoing hiring freeze,® and the expansion
of authority for Assistant Secretary for Insular Areas, Doug Domenech.’
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Even though the FY'19 budget has been released without any substantive new information about
the reorganization, DOI refuses to commit to an estimated date by which the plan will be shared
with Congress or the American people. You have acknowledged that it cannot proceed without
Congressional approval.!® Implementing what you have called the “greatest reorganization in the
history of"'! DOI in a piecemeal fashion using existing, unrelated authorities to avoid full scrutiny
by Congress will make the task of Congressional approval more difficult, if not impossible. The
difficulty will only increase if similar concerns about substance and process continue to be raised
by stakeholders like the Western Governors’ Association.'?

The impacts of an ill-considered reorganization of DOI would be absorbed by a wide range of
stakeholders, and would be permanent in some cases. Without a detailed plan and justification for
an unprecedented reorganization of DOI and its bureaus, the implementation of the reorganization
must stop.

We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

( 2
Ratl M. analva % A. Dongld McEachin

Ranking Member Ranking Member
House Committee on Natural Resources Subcommittee on Oversight and
Investigations

10 Town Hall meeting, February 1, 2018, available at https:/livestream.com/accounts/3723018/events/8029048

! Mintz, Sam and Lunney, Kellie, “Expect reorganization details in 60 days — Zinke.” E&E News Publishing. June
20, 2017. https://www.eenews.net/eenewspm/stories/ 1060056320

12 Letter. Daugaard, D and Ige, D to Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke. February 1, 2018.
http://westgov.org/images/editor/DOI_Reorg FINAL.pdf




