OLD PASGUA COMMUNITY

LAND ACQUISITION ACT

On July 30, 2021, Chair Raul M. Grijalva (D-Ariz.) introduced the Old Pascua Community Land
Acquisition Act. This bill would place land into a trust on behalf of the Pascua Yaqui Tribe.
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Pascua Yaqui people.

HISTORY OF OLD PASCUA COMMUNITY

1920 Forty acres of land near Tucson, Arizona, were donated by A.M. Franklin to establish
the Yaqui Nation. A portion of this land is now known as “Old Pascua.” This area has
been used as a sacred ceremonial site since 1921 and is home to the oldest formally
established Yaqui community in Tucson.

1959 The Yaqui Nation lands, including Old Pascua, were annexed into the City of Tucson.
The annexation led to the City's encroachment on the Yaqui community, which
caused challenges related to regulations, taxation, ownership of their sacred, cultural,
traditional, and religious grounds, and access to important sites.

1960s Legislation introduced by Rep. Mo Udall (D-Ariz.) established the Pascua Yaqui
Association and allocated 202 acres of land. However, that land did not include Old
Pascua.

1978 The Pascua Yaqui Tribe was granted federal recognition and a reservation land base

that did not include Old Pascua.

2016 The Pascua Yaqui Tribe enters into negotiations with the State of Arizona to amend
and restate their gaming compact.

2021 After five years, the State of Arizona and the Pascua Yaqui Tribe finalized
negotiations, later approved by the Secretary of Interior in May 2021.
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