
September 25, 2017 
 
The Honorable Rob Bishop 
Chairman 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable Raúl M. Grijalva 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Chairman Bishop and Ranking Member Grijalva 
 
The Mid-Atlantic recreational anglers, charter-for-hire business owners, commercial fishermen, and 
seafood distributors listed below strongly oppose weakening the the Magnuson Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act) and its conservation provisions, as 
proposed in H.R. 200 and H.R. 2023. For years, the Magnuson-Stevens Act has been working to build 
healthier fish populations through science-based catch limits and rebuilding plans, leading to more 
stable businesses and stronger coastal economies. We should not retreat from the provisions that have 
worked for our region and our communities.     

H.R. 200 and H.R. 2023 seek to undo years of progress in U.S. fisheries management by undermining  the 
successful conservation provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. These bills would increase the risk of 
overfishing, and halt progress in rebuilding efforts for depleted fish populations. For example, H.R. 2023 
significantly restricts the use of science-based annual catch limits designed to prevent overfishing by 
making them optional for the vast majority of managed stocks.  

Mid-Atlantic black sea bass, bluefish, and scup are important species that support thousands of regional 
jobs and generate millions of dollars of broad economic benefits to coastal communities. Each one was 
successfully rebuilt from depleted levels due to the Magnuson-Stevens Act’s conservation requirements. 
The legislative proposals mentioned above could jeopardize  those gains and limit progress in rebuilding 
vulnerable fish populations, which would result in more economic hardships for fishery-related 
businesses in our region.  

We urge you to oppose any effort to undermine the conservation provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act, including H.R. 200 and H.R. 2023. The conservation tools established under the Act are critical to 
ongoing efforts to eliminate overfishing, restore fish populations to healthy levels, and promote 
improved stability for coastal communities that depend on commercial and recreational fisheries.   

cc:  Subcommittee on Natural Resources 
 NY, NJ, DE, MD, PA, VA and NC Delegations  
  



Rich King,  
Angler & Owner 
Delaware Surf Fishing 
Millsboro, DE 
 
Thomas J Littleton 
New Castle County, DE 
 
Theresa Futty 
Angler 
Sussex County, DE 
 
Brian Blackburn 
Angler 
New Castle County, DE 
 
Dean Herfindahl 
Angler 
New Castle County, DE 
 
Jerry Bellistri 
Angler 
Sussex County, DE 
 
Tyler O'Neal 
Sales Rep, Winter Equipment 
Smyrna, DE 
 
Janell Kellogg 
Angler 
Sussex County, DE 
 
Kim Bowden 
Angler 
Sussex County, DE 
 
Ken Sharp 
Angler 
New Castle County, DE 
 
Dan Duranko 
Angler 
Sussex County, DE 
 
Neil Guercio 
Angler 
Sussex County, DE 
 

Ed Dobbins  
Angler 
Sussex County, DE 
 
Steven Dalphon 
Angler 
New Castle County, DE 
 
Verity L. Watson 
Angler 
Sussex County, DE  
 
Dominic Prestipino 
Angler 
Sussex County, DE 
 
Joey Furtak 
Angler 
New Castle County, DE 
 
Toni Feldman 
Angler 
Clayton, DE 
 
Susan Brennan  
Angler 
Sussex County, DE 
 
Gordon M. Law  
Business Owner/Angler 
Sussex County, DE 
 
William Buckworth 
Angler 
Sussex County, DE 
 
Sean Erickson 
Angler 
New Castle County, DE 
 
Glenn A. Taylor 
Angler 
New Castle County, DE 
 
Raymond Provost 
Angler 
Dover, DE 
 



Francis  Loretangeli 
Angler 
Greenwood, DE 
 
Barry Matus 
Angler 
Delaware Surf Fishing 
Sussex County, DE 
 
Brett Cavanaugh 
Angler 
New Castle County, DE 
 
Steve Johnson 
Angler 
Sussex County, DE 
 
Alex Tkachuk 
Angler 
Dover, DE 
 
Tom Spence  
Angler 
Delaware Mobile Surf Fisherman 
New Castle County, DE 
 
Jeffrey Thompson 
Angler 
Kent County, DE 
 
Mike Swain 
Angler 
Wilmington, DE 
 
Tom Deptula  
Chef 
Sussex County, DE 
 
John Coverly Jr  
Angler 
New Castle County, DE 
 
Bonita MacLean 
Angler 
Sussex County, DE 

 
Josh Dickson  
Angler 
Sussex County, DE 
 
Raymond Provost 
Angler 
Kent County, DE 
 
Linda Rosenberg 
Sussex County, DE 
 
Sarah F Pierce  
New Castle County, DE 
 
Michael Eckert 
Angler 
Milford, DE 
 
Ronald Bowman 
Angler 
Lincoln, DE 
 
William Cubbage 
Angler 
Kent County, DE 
 
Eugene Hansen 
Angler 
Frankford, DE 
 
Roy Miller  
Angler 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
Sussex County, DE 
 
John Lamar 
Angler 
Sussex County, DE 
 
Richard J Bennett 
Angler 
Sussex County, DE 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Frank Danner 
Fisherman 
Saltwater Fly Anglers of Delaware 
Kent County, DE 
 
Ron Dimaulo 
Angler 
Sussex County, DE 
 
Ed Matarese  
Recreational Angler 
New Castle County, DE 
 
Jennifer Lee Bedell  
COO, Total Outdoor Solutions, LLC 
Sussex County, DE 
 
Robert W Bryan 
Angler 
Sussex County, DE 
 
Ron M Smith 
Angler 
Saltwater Fly Anglers of Delaware 
Sussex County, DE 
 
C Revak  
Sussex County, DE 
 
Steve Selway 
Angler 
Sussex County, DE 
 
Pete Sullivan Delaware  
Angler/Beach and Kayak 
Sussex County, DE 
 
Kathy Herlehy Douglass  
Angler 
New Castle County, DE 
 
Michael K. Towe 
Surf Fisherman 
Delaware Mobile Surffishermen 
New Castle County, DE 
 
 
 

Keith Churchill 
Angler 
New Castle County, DE 
 
James Wersinger 
Fisherman 
New Castle County, DE 
 
Mark Chaump  
Angler 
New Castle County, DE 
 
Kristie Thomas  
Angler 
New Castle County, DE 
 
Guy W. Doron III  
Angler 
Doron Contracting LLC 
Smyrna, DE 
 
Bill Courtney 
Angler 
Ocean View, DE 
 
Jason Pennington 
Angler 
New Castle County, DE 
 
Chris Shipp  
Sussex County, DE 
 
Wanda Kucek  
Felton, DE 
 
John Mc Falls  
Recreational Fisherman 
Berlin, MD 
 
Mark Eustis  
Coastal Ecosystems Investigator 
Davidsonville , MD 
 
Charles Boecker  
Angler 
Baltimore County, MD 
 
 



Molly O'Brien  
Angler 
Brookeville, MD 
 
Anthony Friedrich  
Saltwater Angler 
Eastern Shore, MD 
 
Krista Snyder   
Angler 
Charlestown, MD 
 
Stephen Sirochman   
Angler 
North East, MD 
 
Trey Blackiston  
Angler 
Chestertown, MD 
 
Lew Armistead   
Anlger 
Hollywood, MD 
 
Jack Spruill  
Angler 
Spruill Farm Conservation Project 
Roper, NC 
 
Frank Yelverton  
Executive Director 
Cape Fear River Watch 
Wilmington, NC 
 
Paul Dement 
Angler 
Middletown, NJ 
 
John Tully  
Angler 
Member Belmar Fishing Club 
Spring Lake Heights, NJ 
 
Nick Williams  
Angler 
Deputy Mayor Neptune 
Neptune, NJ 
 

Michael Vernick 
Angler 
Ocean, NJ 
 
Michael MeGill  
Angler 
Little Silver , NJ 
 
Michael DeLamater  
Angler 
Belmar, NJ 
 
Tom Pizzonia  
Angler/Chef 
Asbury Park, NJ 
 
Don Simonds  
Angler 
Harmony, NJ 
 
Jacob Bishop  
Angler 
Ocean, NJ 
 
Steve Clayton 
Angler 
Ocean, NJ 
 
Chris Siciliano  
Angler 
Ocean, NJ 
 
Melissa Britton  
Angler 
Burlington, NJ 
 
Joe Newton  
Angler 
Willingboro, NJ 
 
Al Franchetta   
Angler 
Millville, NJ 
 
Fred Lentz   
Angler 
Pittsgrove, NJ 
 



Mehdi Bozorgmehy  
Angler 
New York, NY 
 
Kerry Heffernan  
Angler/Chef 
New York, NY 
 
Bryan Goulart  
Angler 
Easthampton, NY 
 
Joel Filner  
Angler 
Salty Flyrodders of NY 
New York, NY 
 
David Blinken  
Angler 
Easthampton, NY 
 
Richard Ruggiero  
Angler 
New York, NY 
 
Ricky Davis   
Angler 
Poughkeepsie, NY 
 
Julius Morton   
Angler 
West Chester, NY 
 
Todd Pride  
Lead Management & Training Coach 
Mid-Atlantic Youth Anglers & Outdoors Prog 
Nottingham, PA 
 
Elizabeth Stoner  
Angler 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Dante Accurti, Sr.  
Angler 
Wormleysburg, PA 
 
 
 

Dante Accurti, Jr.  
Angler 
Mechanicsburg, PA 
 
Courtney Accurti  
Angler 
Wormleysburg, PA 
 
Michael J.Ferko 
Angler 
Sewickley, PA 
 
Michael A. Ferko  
Angler 
Venetia, PA 
 
Kurt Knaus  
Angler 
Harrisburg, PA 
 
Zachary Bates  
Angler 
Levittown, PA 
 
Grae Buck  
Angler 
Harleysville, PA 
 
Matt Becker  
Angler 
Finleyville, PA 
 
Mike Topping  
Angler 
President, DE River Shad Fishermen's Assoc 
Bethlehem, PA 
 
John Berry  
Angler 
Brd Member, DE River Shad Fishermen's Assoc 
Bethlehem, PA 
 
Shawn Carroll  
Angler 
Chester County, PA 
 
 
 



Patricia Morgan  
Angler 
Delaware County, PA 
 
Delos F Page  
Recreational Angler 
Muncy, PA 
 
Ryan Keown  
Angler 
Berks County, PA 
 
Lee T Fulmer  
Angler 
Bechtelsville, PA 
 
Mike Rhodes Surf  
Angler 
Delaware Surf Fishing 
Chester County, PA 
 
David Pcholinski  
Carpenter/Surf Fisherman 
West Mifflin, PA 
 
John Mumper  
Angler 
Union County, PA 
 
Mike Anderson  
Angler 
Chester County, PA 
 
Henry Busby  
Surf Fisherman 
Chester County, PA 
 
Dan Duffy  
Surf Fisherman 
State College, PA 
 
Paul S. Smith  
Angler 
Lebanon, PA 
 
Sharon June  
Angler 
Glen Mills, PA 

Grae Buck   
Angler 
Harleysville, PA 
 
Jessica Moldofsky   
Angler 
Harleysville, PA 
 
Maurice Hudson   
Angler 
Broomall, PA 
 
Rachel Roberts   
Angler 
Nottingham, PA 
 
Curt Ashburn   
Angler 
Nottingham, PA 
 
Judy Ashburn   
Angler 
Nottingham, PA 
 
Analyse Gaspich   
Angler 
Palmyra, PA 
 
Tom Best   
Angler 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
John Henning   
Angler 
Lansdale, PA 
 
Curtis W. Tomlin   
Angler & Vice President 
Virginia Saltwater Sportfishing Association 
Mechanicsville, VA 
 
Thomas A. Miller  
Saltwater Fisherman, Brd Member, Rivers of 
Virginia (FORVA), Legislative Affairs 
Roanoke , VA 
 
 
 



Benjamin R. Ferko  
Angler 
Fairfax, VA 
 
John Bello  
Angler 
Asburn, VA 
 
 


