
December 2, 2022 

The Honorable Deb Haaland  

Secretary  

U.S. Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street NW  

Washington, D.C. 20240  

Dear Secretary Haaland: 

On May 11, 2022, the House Committee on Natural Resources (Committee) presented evidence of likely 

bribery involving former U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) Secretary David Bernhardt and Villages 

at Vigneto developer Mike Ingram, in the Committee’s first-ever criminal referral to the U.S. Department 

of Justice (DOJ).1 The Committee has now uncovered another potential incident of bribery involving 

Ingram and senior Trump administration officials through its review of documents obtained in that 

investigation. 

In 2012, ranchers Dwight and Steven Hammond were convicted of arson on federal lands managed by the 

U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM).2 According to DOJ, the Hammonds informed BLM that a fire 

they had started on Hammond's private property to burn off invasive species had inadvertently spread to 

public lands. However, witnesses, including a relative, later came forward and testified that Steven 

Hammond had instructed companions to drop lit matches on the ground, with the effect of destroying 

evidence that a Hammond hunting party had illegally slaughtered deer on the BLM lands. By law, arson 

on federal lands carries a five-year mandatory minimum sentence.3 The district court in the Hammonds’ 

case ordered sentences far below this requirement, citing Eighth Amendment concerns, but a panel of the 

United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit vacated the illegal sentences and ordered the district 

court to resentence the Hammonds in compliance with the law.4 The U.S. Supreme Court denied cert,5 

and on October 7, 2015, the district court imposed five-year prison terms on each of the Hammonds, with 

1 House Natural Resources Committee. (2022, May 11) Chair Grijalva, Rep. Porter Refer Former Interior Secretary Bernhardt, 

Villages at Vigneto Developer to Justice Department, Alleging Criminal Bribery [Press release] 

https://naturalresources house.gov/media/press-releases/chair-grijalva-rep-porter-refer-former-interior-secretary-bernhardt-

villages-at-vigneto-developer-to-justice-department-alleging-criminal-bribery  
2 Department of Justice. (2015, October 7). Eastern Oregon Ranchers Convicted of Arson Resentenced to Five Years in Prison

[Press Release]. https://www.justice.gov/usao-or/pr/eastern-oregon-ranchers-convicted-arson-resentenced-five-years-prison 
3 United States Code, 2006 Edition, Supplement 5, Title 18 - CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 18 U.S.C. § 844(f)(1) 
4 United States v. Hammond, 742 F.3d 880 (9th Cir. 2014). 
5 135 S.Ct. 1545 (2015). 



credit for time already served.6 On July 10, 2018, President Trump signed Executive Grants of Clemency 

(Full Pardons) for both Hammonds.7 

Documents obtained in the Committee’s Vigneto investigation indicate that Mike Ingram used his unique 

access to high-ranking Trump administration officials to advocate for these pardons. In an email dated 

May 25, 2018, Mr. Ingram’s executive assistant sent Ben Cassidy, DOI’s Senior Deputy Director for 

External and Intergovernmental Affairs, two articles on the topic, including an op-ed arguing for pardons 

for the Hammonds (see Attachment 1).8  

On Sunday, July 1, 2018, a vocal proponent for pardoning the Hammonds shared in a tweet that 

“President Trump called me to say he is 'seriously considering' pardoning Dwight and Steven 

Hammond.”9 This was the first public acknowledgement that a pardon was under consideration.10 

On Monday, July 2, 2018, the next business day, the Federal Election Commission database shows that 

Mr. Ingram made a $10,000 out-of-cycle donation to the America First Action, Inc. Super PAC.11 The 

America First Action, Inc. Super PAC describes itself as “dedicated to supporting President Trump | We 

are the only Official Pro-Trump Super PAC.”12 On Tuesday, July 10, 2018, President Trump signed 

Executive Grants of Clemency (Full Pardons) for both Hammonds.13 

Mr. Ingram made only one other $10,000 donation during the 2017–2018 non-presidential election 

cycle.14 That donation was the subject of the Committee’s criminal referral regarding the Villages at 

Vigneto development. In that case, Ingram and 12 other individuals, many of whom maintained personal 

or professional relationships with Ingram, donated nearly a quarter of a million dollars to the Trump 

Victory Fund and the Republican National Committee on the same day or within just a few days that a 

major federal action regarding Vigneto was made in Ingram’s favor. All other donations from Ingram 

during this election cycle were $5,400 or less.  

House Rule X(1)(m) provides the Committee with jurisdiction over the subject matters within DOI’s 

authority. The parallels between the Vigneto case and the Hammonds’ pardons raise significant concerns 

about another potential case of bribery under the Trump administration and warrant further investigation. 

6 Department of Justice. (2015, October 7). Eastern Oregon Ranchers Convicted of Arson Resentenced to Five Years in Prison 

[Press Release]. https://www.justice.gov/usao-or/pr/eastern-oregon-ranchers-convicted-arson-resentenced-five-years-prison 
7 “Statement from the Press Secretary Regarding Executive Clemency for Dwight and Steven Hammond” Trump White House 

Archives. July 10, 2018. https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefings-statements/statement-press-secretary-regarding-

executive-clemency-dwight-steven-hammond/ 
8 Attachment 1 is also included as Attachment 59 in the Committee's referral to the Department of Justice regarding the Villages 

at Vigneto incident, available here: https://naturalresources house.gov/media/press-releases/chair-grijalva-rep-porter-refer-

former-interior-secretary-bernhardt-villages-at-vigneto-developer-to-justice-department-alleging-criminal-bribery 
9 Walden, G. [repgregwalden]. (2018, July 1) Late Saturday afternoon, President Trump called me to say he is ‘seriously 

considering’ pardoning Dwight and Steven Hammond. [Tweet]. Retrieved from 

https://twitter.com/repgregwalden/status/1013455435502964738. 
10 The Congressional Research Service (CRS) completed a search on November 9, 2022 for news reports that indicated the White 

House was seriously considering a pardon for the Hammonds before July 2, 2018. They found none. 
11 United States. (2018) U.S. Federal Election Commission FEC. https://www.fec.gov/data/receipts/individual-

contributions/?contributor name=Ingram%2C+Michael&contributor name=Mike+ingram&two year transaction period=2018  
12 America First [AmericaFirstPAC]. (n.d.). Tweets [Twitter profile]. Twitter. Retrieved November 15, 2022, from 

https://twitter.com/AmericaFirstPAC  
13 “Statement from the Press Secretary Regarding Executive Clemency for Dwight and Steven Hammond” Trump White House 

Archives. July 10, 2018. https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefings-statements/statement-press-secretary-regarding-

executive-clemency-dwight-steven-hammond/ 
14 United States. (2018) U.S. Federal Election Commission FEC. https://www.fec.gov/data/receipts/individual-

contributions/?contributor name=Ingram%2C+Michael&contributor name=Mike+ingram&two year transaction period=2018  



 

To assist the Committee’s investigation of this issue, please provide the following documents and 

information as soon as possible, but no later than December 15, 2022: 

 

1. All documents and communications relating to Dwight or Steven Hammond between all 

presidential appointees requiring the advice and consent of the Senate (PAS), presidential 

appointees not requiring appointments (PA), noncareer Senior Executive Service (SES), or 

Schedule C appointees at DOI or the Bureau of Land Management for any part of 2017 or 2018 

and 

 

a. Mike Ingram or Michael Ingram; 

b. Any representative of El Dorado Holdings, including but not limited to , 

Michael (Mike) Reinbold, Jim Kenny, Dennis Krahn, Eric Hollensbe, Deb Bricker, Chris 

Grogan, Linda Cheney, and June Prinz.  

c. Any person representing the America First Action Inc. and America First Policies, Inc. 

PACs, including but not limited to: 

i. Brian O Walsh; 

ii. Thomas O Hicks, Jr.; 

iii. Roy W Bailey; 

iv. Harold Hamm; 

v. Jonathan T Proch; 

vi. Joseph Ahearn; 

vii. Erin Montgomery; 

viii. Sean Spicer; 

d. Any White House Office personnel; 

e. Dwight Hammond; 

f. Steven Hammond; 

g. Anyone from Lawrence Matasar PC;  

h. Anyone from Ransom & Blackman LLP; and 

 

2. All documents relating to a pardon for Dwight or Steven Hammond. 

 

Please contact the Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee staff at (202) 225-6065 with any questions 

about this request. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Raúl M. Grijalva Katie Porter 

Chair  Chair 

Committee on Natural Resources Subcommittee on Oversight and 

Investigations 

 Committee on Natural Resources 



cc: The Honorable Bruce Westerman, Ranking Member, House Natural Resources Committee 























Responding to Committee Document Requests 

 

In responding to document requests from the Committee on Natural Resources, please apply the 

instructions and definitions set forth below: 

 

Instructions 

 

1. In complying with the request, you should produce all responsive documents that are in your 

possession, custody, or control, whether held by you or your past or present agents, 

employees, and representatives acting on your behalf. You should also produce documents 

that you have a legal right to obtain, that you have a right to copy, or to which you have 

access, as well as documents that you have placed in the temporary possession, custody, or 

control of any third party. Requested records, documents, data, or information should not be 

destroyed, modified, removed, transferred, or otherwise made inaccessible to the Committee. 

 

2. In the event that any entity, organization, or individual denoted in this request has been, or is 

currently, known by any other name than that herein denoted, the request should be read also 

to include them under that alternative identification.  

 

3. Documents must be provided in electronic form (i.e., memory stick, thumb drive, or internet-

based). Documents produced should also be organized, identified, and indexed electronically. 

Documents should be produced in their native file format. For example, emails from 

Microsoft Outlook should have a “.pst” file extension, Excel files should have an “.xls_” or 

similar extension, and Microsoft Word documents should have a “.doc_” extension. Consult 

with the Committee to determine the appropriate format in which to produce the information.  

 

4. Each document produced should be produced in a form that renders the document capable of 

being copied. 

 

5. Documents produced to the Committee should include an index describing the contents of 

the production. To the extent more than one CD, hard drive, memory stick, thumb drive, or 

folder transmitted through the internet is produced, each should contain an index describing 

its contents. 

 

6. Documents produced in response to this request should be produced together with copies of 

file labels, dividers or identifying markers with which they were associated when this request 

was issued. To the extent that documents were not stored with file labels, dividers, or 

identifying markers, they should be organized into separate folders by subject matter prior to 

production. 

 

7. When you produce documents, you should identify the paragraph in the Committee’s 

schedule to which the documents respond.  

 

8. It shall not be a basis for refusal to produce documents that any other person or entity also 

possesses a non-identical or identical copy of the same documents. 

 



9. If compliance with the request cannot be made in full, compliance should be made to the 

extent possible and should include an explanation of why full compliance is not possible. 

 

10. In the event that any document or part of a document is withheld on the basis of privilege, 

provide a privilege log containing the following information concerning any such document 

or part of a document: (a) the privilege asserted; (b) the type of document; (c) the general 

subject matter; (d) the date, author and addressee; and (e) the relationship of the author and 

addressee to each other. 

 

11. If any document responsive to this request was, but no longer is, in your possession, custody, 

or control, you should identify the document (stating its date, author, subject and recipients) 

and explain the circumstances by which the document ceased to be in your possession, 

custody, or control. 

 

12. If a date or other descriptive detail set forth in this request referring to a document is 

inaccurate, but the actual date or other descriptive detail is known to you or is otherwise 

apparent from the context of the request, you should produce all documents which would be 

responsive as if the date or other descriptive detail were correct. 

 

13. This request is continuing in nature and applies to any newly-discovered information. Any 

record, document, compilation of data, or information not produced because it has not been 

located or discovered by the return date should be produced immediately upon location or 

discovery subsequent thereto. 

 

14. All documents should be Bates-stamped sequentially and produced sequentially. 

 

15. Documents produced to the Committee in response to this request should be delivered to 

majority staff in Room 1324 of the Longworth House Office Building or directly through the 

internet. 

 

Definitions 

 

1. The term "document" means any written, recorded, or graphic matter of any nature 

whatsoever, regardless of how recorded, and whether original or copy, including, but not 

limited to, the following: memoranda, reports, expense reports, books, manuals, instructions, 

financial reports, working papers, records notes, letters, notices, confirmations, telegrams, 

receipts, appraisals, pamphlets, magazines, newspapers, prospectuses, interoffice and intra-

office communications, electronic mail (e-mail), contracts, cables, notations of any type of 

conversation, telephone calls, text messages, MMS or SMS messages, other mobile-to-

mobile messages, instant messages or online chat messages, meetings or other 

communications, bulletins, printed matter, computer printouts, teletypes, invoices, 

transcripts, diaries, analyses, returns, summaries, minutes, bills, accounts, estimates, 

projections, comparisons, messages, correspondence, press releases, circulars, financial 

statements, reviews, opinions, offers, studies and investigations, questionnaires and surveys, 

and work sheets (and all drafts, preliminary versions, alterations, modifications, revisions, 

changes, and amendments of any of the foregoing, as well as any attachments or appendices 



thereto), and graphic or oral records or representations of any kind (including without 

limitation, photographs, charts, graphs, voice mails, microfiche, microfilm, videotape, 

recordings and motion pictures), and electronic and mechanical records or representations of 

any kind (including, without limitation, tapes, cassettes, disks, computer server files, 

computer hard drive files, CDs, DVDs, memory sticks, and recordings) and other written, 

printed, typed, or other graphic or recorded matter of any kind or nature, however produced 

or reproduced, and whether preserved in writing, film, tape, disk, videotape or otherwise. A 

document bearing any notation not a part of the original text is to be considered a separate 

document. A draft or non-identical copy is a separate document within the meaning of this 

term. 

 

2. The term "documents in your possession, custody, or control" means (a) documents that 

are in your possession, custody, or control, whether held by you or your past or present 

agents, employees, or representatives acting on your behalf; (b) documents that you have a 

legal right to obtain, that you have a right to copy, or to which you have access; and (c) 

documents that you have placed in the temporary possession, custody, or control of any third 

party. 

 

3. The term "communication" means each manner or means of disclosure or exchange of 

information, regardless of means utilized, whether oral, electronic, by document or 

otherwise, and whether face-to-face, in a meeting, by telephone, facsimile, mail, e-mail 

(desktop or mobile device), text message, MMS or SMS message, other mobile-to-mobile 

message, instant message or online chat, telexes, releases, personal delivery, or otherwise. 

 

4. The terms "and" and "or" shall be construed broadly and either conjunctively or 

disjunctively to bring within the scope of this request any information which might otherwise 

be construed to be outside its scope. The singular includes plural number, and vice versa. The 

masculine includes the feminine and neuter genders. 

 

5. The terms "person" or "persons" means natural persons, firms, partnerships, associations, 

corporations, subsidiaries, divisions, departments, joint ventures, proprietorships, syndicates, 

or other legal, business or government entities, and all subsidiaries, affiliates, divisions, 

departments, branches, and other units thereof. 

 

6. The term “identify,” when used in a question about individuals, means to provide the 

following information: (a) the individual's complete name and title; and (b) the individual's 

business address and phone number. 

 

7. The terms "referring or relating," with respect to any given subject, means anything that 

constitutes, contains, embodies, reflects, identifies, states, refers to, deals with or is in any 

manner whatsoever pertinent to that subject. 

 

8. The term “employee” means agent, borrowed employee, casual employee, consultant, 

contractor, de facto employee, independent contractor, joint adventurer, loaned employee, 

part-time employee, permanent employee, provisional employee, subcontractor, or any other 

type of service provider.  




